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Beer Necessities was published between

Regular Features

1 995 and 2003 and covered the beer scene in
Gwent. The new Beer Necessities now covers
the whole of South East Wales.
It has news about beers, pubs and CAMRA in
the area and, through our letters page, gives
you the chance to express your views on any of
these issues. It will initially be published every
four months in April, August and December.
If you haven't come across CAMRA before, it
is short for "Campaign for Real Ale", a voluntary
organisation set up in 1 971 to support real ale,
traditional pubs and the interests of drinkers
generally.
The magazine is funded by advertising. Pubs,
breweries and other businesses are welcome to
advertise in it. However, all the advertising you
will see in Beer Necesssities is in accordance
with CAMRA's principles and has no bearing on
what we say.
We hope you enjoy reading Beer Necessities.
Please feel free to take this copy home, give to
a friend or simply put it back in the holder for
someone else to read later.
Please feel free to contact us to tell us what
you think of the magazine or to submit letters
for publication. Our address is editor@
beernecessities.org.uk or 9 Blake Court,
Schooner Way, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff, CF1 0
4DW. For advertising in Beer Necessities,
please see the adjacent article.
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taken to ensure the information it contains
is correct, CAMRA cannot be held
responsible for any inaccuracies that might
occur nor for any failure to operate events
as advertised.

3

Page

12
15
17
18
21

Pub News
A bar has opened as part of the Tramshed
complex in Clare Road.

Abergavenny

It is rumoured that J D Wetherspoon may be
planning to turn the former Richards' store in
Frogmore Street into a Wetherlodge. This
could bring about the closure of the company's
existing Coliseum pub in the town.

Cardiff – Lisvane

The Black Griffin is being extended.

Cardiff - Maindy

The North Star has been taken over by the J W
Bassett pub company and, following a short
closure for refurbishment, has reopened.
Expect an improved beer range,

Bridgend

The King's Head has reopened under its
original name after some years as an Irish pub,
with three real ales and a cider available.

Cardiff – Plasnewydd

It was reported in Cardiff CAMRA News that the
Crofts in Croft Street is likely to be demolished
and housing built on the site. In fact, it
continues to trade and we are unaware of any
plans to the contrary. Apologies for this error.
The Four Elms is undergoing alterations. These
will extend the bar area but will mean the end of
the skittles alley.

Cardiff – Adamsdown

The Splottlands, which has been closed for
some time is expected to be turned into flats.

Cardiff Bay

There are plans to demolish the Wharf at
Atlantic Wharf and to develop the site
residentially, although there could be a small
ground floor bar as part of the development.

Cardiff - Pontcanna

Cardiff - Cathays

The Westgate has closed and there are plans to
turn it into a home.

The Flora is expected to undergo a
refurbishment rumoured to be costing
£500,000.

Cardiff – Thornhill

The Pentre Gwilym has become a Miller and
Carter branded pub and no longer serves real
ale.

Cardiff – Canton

The Corporation closed after brewer Greene
King decided not to renew the lease. However,
it has now reopened under new management.

Chepstow - town

The Coach and Horses is being refurbished.

Cardiff - city centre

Chepstow - Pwllmeyric

The Gravity Station in Barrack Lane closed
suddenly in May having been “locked out” of its
premises in the course of a financial dispute
with its landlord. However, it quickly reopened
as part of the Moon Club above the Full Moon
in Womanby Street.
Next door to the Full Moon, the Fuel Rock Club
no longer serves real ale. The Robinsons
Trooper is now keg.
The Big Beer Company, which runs the highly
respected Small Bar in King Street, Bristol, has
plans to open an outlet in Church Street.

The New Inn has closed (see article on Page
1 7).

Coytrahen

The Nicholls Arms is for sale again.

Gwaelod y Garth

The Gwaelod y Garth Inn is reported to have
been advertised for sale as owners Richard and
Barbara are looking to retire. However, no
immediate changes are expected.

Llanmaes

The Blacksmiths Arms is boarded up but it is
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Peterston-super-Ely

rumoured the tenancy is to be taken over by
the licencees of the Old White Hart, Llantwit
Major.

The Three Horseshoes is to be taken over by
the same interests as those running the Carne
Arms and some other Brains pubs.
Pontypool - town
Wetherspoons' John Capel Hanbury closed and
has been sold to Amber Taverns who are
expected to reopen it soon.

Machen

The White Hart, a past Good Beer Guide
regular but in decline in recent years, has
closed (see article on Page 1 7).

Pontypool - New Inn

Newport - Christchurch

The Rising Sun at New Inn is now an Indian
restaurant.

The Greyhound closed a few months ago but
was due to reopen in July after extensive
refurbishment.

Porthcawl

The Ship and Castle, a Punch Tavern, is
boarded up.

Newport - city centre

The legendary Hornblower in High Street has
closed and it and adjoining premises could be
demolished. However, the spirit of The 'blower
lives on in McCann's Rock and Ale Bar.
Also in High Street, on the site of the former
Linekers Bar, Amber Taverns has opened
Hogarths, a self-styled gin palace selling three
cheap real ales including one sourced from
Hogarth's Brewery of Bolton.
Wetherspoons is planning to dispose of the
Tom Toya Lewis in Commercial Street.

St Brides Major

Punch Taverns is offering the lease of the
Farmers Arms for sale. It is advertised as "pub
lease for sale" but there are fears the site could
end up being redeveloped.

Sully

The Sully Inn remains closed.

Ystradowen

The White Lion remains closed for
refurbishment. Work appears to be ongoing.
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Calls for Welsh Assembly to
protect community pubs
has come of this. CAMRA would like to see a
bespoke Welsh solution which improves the
English model and gives more rights to local
communities.
However, currently Wales has nothing and
pubs continue to close. To be sure, in many
cases shifts in population and social attitudes
have rendered pubs redundant. But, too many
pubs are closing that could have a viable future.
We all know pubs that have been allowed to
waste away, plagued by past management
failures, neglected by their owners, failing to
move with the times and losing customers as a
result until eventually they are closed and sold
for redevelopment.
Often, no real attempt is made to sell these
properties as pub businesses, so the
opportunity to revitalise a pub under new and
more enterprising management is lost. It is
past time that Wales caught up with England
and communities be given the chance to save
their local pubs from closure.

There are around 3,400 pubs in Wales. On
average, this figure reduces by two each week
due in part to gaps in planning law which leave
them particularly vulnerable to demolition or
conversion to other uses.
Pubs are more than just businesses. They
are the heart of our local communities;
providing a place to enjoy a pint in a safe
environment, raising money for charities, and
often hosting events that bring people from
different backgrounds together.
New research from Oxford University* shows
that having a ‘local’ pub makes people happier,
more satisfied with life and enables them to
enjoy a wider network of friends.
The Welsh Government aims to deliver a
healthier Wales and a Wales of cohesive
communities. Pubs contribute to fulfilling these
goals. Yet despite the positive impact that pubs
have on our lives, communities in Wales are
often powerless to protect pubs from closing
down, even if they are valued by the community
and are potenially financially viable.
In England, the Localism Act 201 1 allows
communities to come together and nominate a
pub as an “Asset of Community Value” or ACV.
This removes automatic permitted development
rights from the property and, if the property is
offered for sale, allows the local community
time to mount a bid to buy it and operate it as a
community resource.
Since implementation, in 201 2, there has
been significant take up with around 1 ,500 pubs
nominated and subsequently protected through
the planning system. Some English pubs,
which would almost certainly now be closed,
remain open and are run by local communities.
Last year the Welsh Government ran a
consultation on the subject but so far nothing

* Friends on Tap – Professor Robin Dunbar,
Oxford University.

The Canadian in Cardiff, which closed in 2015.
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Cardiff

Events in South East
Wales

Everyone, CAMRA member or not, can attend any of the events listed
here. Branch meetings exist partly to discuss CAMRA business but are
also good for meeting fellow real ale enthusiasts and finding out about
the local pub and brewing scene. Meetings are held in various parts of
each branch area to make it as easy as possible for everyone to attend
at least some meetings.
Other events
Sat 1 7 Sep - Pub crawl around Monmouth,
starting around midday.
Details of monthly "Sunday lunch club" socials beers and a roast at a different venue each
month - are available from the Gwent CAMRA
website.

Covers the City and County of Cardiff.
Website - www.cardiffcamra.co.uk
Facebook - CardiffCAMRA
Email - secretary@cardiffcamra.co.uk
Branch meetings (held on Tuesdays at 2000)
1 6 Aug - Old Market Tavern, Trinity St.
1 3 Sep - Gatekeeper, Westgate St. (meet by
upstairs bar)
1 1 Oct - Rummer Tavern, Duke St.
1 5 Nov - Andrew Buchan, Albany Rd.

Mid Glamorgan

Covers Caerphilly excluding NP1 1 and NP1 2
postcode areas, Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda
Cynon Taff.

Other events

Website - www.midglam.camra.org.uk
Email - contact@midglam.camra.org.uk
Branch meetings (held on Mondays at 2000)
8 Aug - Real Ale Farm, Cardiff Rd., Gilfach
Fargoed.
1 2 Sep - Llanover Arms, Bridge St., Pontypridd.
1 0 Oct - Bunch of Grapes, Ynysangharad Road,
Pontypridd.
7 Nov - Including branch AGM, at Fagins Ale and
Chop House, Cardiff Rd., Glan y llyn.

Sat 3 Sep - Coach trip to Swansea/Gower area
(see panel).
Sat 1 Oct - Tour of Vale of Glamorgan pubs
(see panel).
Thu 3 Nov - Walking tour of cider/perry pubs in
city centre. Meet at The Stable, Ty Admiral,
Bridge St at 1 930 then Hopbunker 2030 then
onward including City Arms at 21 30.

Gwent

Vale of Glamorgan and
Bridgend

Covers Monmouthshire, Newport, Torfaen,
Blaenau Gwent and NP1 1 and NP1 2
postcode areas of Caerphilly.

Covers Vale of Glamorgan and Bridgend
county boroughs.

Website - www.gwent.camra.org.uk
Emails - see website
Branch meetings (start at 1 930, confirm with
Branch Contact beforehand)
Mon 1 2 Sep - Goose and Cuckoo, Upper
Llanover.
Tue 1 1 Oct - Castle Inn, Church Rd., Caldicot.
Mon 1 4 Nov - George Hotel, Moor St.,
Chepstow.
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Website - www.vog.camra.org.uk
Facebook - Campaign-For-Real-Ale-CAMRAVale-of-Glamorgan-Bridgend-Branch
Email - pubsofficervale@vogcamra.org.uk
Branch meetings (held on Thursdays at 2000)
1 1 Aug - Prince of Wales, Kenfig.
1 5 Sep - Including branch AGM, at Llantwit
Major RFC
27 Oct - Penarth Ex-Servicemen's Club

Beer Necessities

CAMRA tours from Cardiff

price payable on the day of the trip.
• Or book online by visiting www
.TicketSource.co.uk/cardiffcamra
and
following instructions. Please note a booking
fee of £0.45 plus 6% per ticket applies and
the full cost of the trip is payable at the time of
booking.

Gower, Mumbles and Neath

Saturday 3 September
Depart from outside National Museum,
Cathays Park at 1 1 00
Cost £1 8.00 deposit £1 0.00
We will be visiting the historic Kings Head
at Llangennith on the Gower and then
returning via Mumbles which has an
interesting selection of pubs including a micro
pub and the Pilot brew pub with a final stop at
the Borough Arms in Neath which is the
home of the Borough Brewery arrival in
Cardiff around 1 930.
Pick-ups can be
arranged en-route along the M4 corridor.

Tour of Vale of Glamorgan pubs

Saturday 1 October
Depart from outside National Museum,
Cathays Park at 1 1 00
CAMRA fundraising trip visiting selected
real ale pubs in the Vale of Glamorgan. There
is no charge as such but participants will be
asked to make a donation to CAMRA. It will
be a circular trip out via Bridgend and back
via Barry, returning around 1 900. Pick-ups
and set-downs can be arranged en-route.
Bookings at Cardiff branch meetings or by
emailing socialsec@cardiffcamra.co.uk.

How to book:

To make a booking for these tours, you may
either:
• Pay the deposit at any Cardiff CAMRA
meeting or event, giving your name and
contact details and selected pick up point.
This payment will be deducted from the tour
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What's Fermenting
Brewery news

Additional conical fermenters have been
installed and a canning line has been added to
the existing bottling plant.
Rhymney contract-brews beers for Gower and
Moles breweries and even for one in Louisiana,
USA. Bottling is carried out for several
breweries.

Baa, Chepstow

Gwent's latest new brewery opened in March
near the station. New beers, Best Bitter and
IPA are available in cask form, and are selling
well, though it appears the main focus of
production may be on keg.

Bang On, Bridgend

Tiny Rebel, Newport

Expected to open soon.

The company is looking to expand into larger
premises in the Newport area.

Bragdy Twt Lol, Pontypridd

A seasonal beer made with blueberries,
Blwbri, has been produced.

Violet Cottage, Gwaelod y Garth

The pub and brewery are reported to be for
sale though for the time being things are
carrying on as usual.

Brains, Cardiff

The craft brewery continues producing special
brews although some “one-offs” appear to have
been brewed on the main plant.

Zerodegrees, Cardiff

The one-off specials brewed here are being
supplemented in Cardiff by beers produced in
the company’s brewpubs in Bristol. Reading
and Blackheath.

Celt Experience, Caerphilly

This brewery, which had gained a high
reputation for the quality of its beers,
unfortunately closed in May, although there
remained enough stocks to last a few weeks.
Owner, Tom Newman has sold the Celt
Experience brands to the Evan Evans Group
and is joining their technical team.

Brains brews beard-enhancing beer

S A Brain have brewed Hopster, a 4.3% light
golden IPA especially for the growing number of
"hipsters" consuming craft ale and seeking a
well kempt, full beard to suit their urban lifestyle.
The company says many would-be-hipsters
often miss out on the elusive "hipster" status
due to their inability to grow facial hair. They
overcame this difficult, and sometimes
confidence decreasing situation, by creating
Hopster ale enriched with bryonglapstatin oils
found in plants from the Atlas mountains in
Morocco and Swihindalia minerals from the
Urubamba Valley in Peru.
Head Brewer Bill Dobson, said “we’re
delighted with the outcome of Hopster, a lot of
work went in behind the scenes to create a
great tasting IPA that had beard enriching
effects. Myself and the guys have enjoyed
testing it out and measuring the results – it really
does work and is a fantastic way for us to
engage with the craft beer community.”

Cwm Rhondda Ales, Treorchy

Two new beers, Pit Head 4% and Arfon Aur
4.6%, both golden ales, have been added to
the range.

Glamorgan Brewing Co., Llantrisant

A mezzanine floor has been added over the
barrel storage area where a bar will be
installed. It will be used as a hospitality area
for brewery visits and may open to the public
on Friday afternoons.
A new beer, Dead Canary Black IPA has
been introduced.

Mad Dog, Penperlleni

This innovative outfit has produced Iechyd Da,
the official beer of the National Eisteddfod, held
in Abergavenny from 29 July.

Rhymney, Blaenavon

Last year was a successful one financially for
the company and this year has got off to a good
start.

- story on Brains website dated 1 April 2016.
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Forthcoming Beer Festivals

Swansea CAMRA Beer Festival

Brangwyn Hall, St Helens Rd, Swansea
Thu 25 Aug, 1 700-2300; Fri & Sat 26 & 27 Aug,
1 200-2300 (last admissions 2200)
Offering over 1 00 real ales and over 50 craft
ciders & perries.
Visit www.swanseacamra.org.uk for further
information.

Llantwit Major Rugby Club Beer Festival
(in conjunction with CAMRA)
Fri 26 to Mon 29 Aug,
All welcome

Cardiff Brewfest (organised by Otley & Tiny
Rebel breweries)
Depot, Dumballs Rd, Cardiff
Fri 26 to Sun 28 Aug.
Tickets from ticketsource.co.uk
Email Bradley@Tinyrebel.co.uk for further
information

CAMRA Great Welsh Beer & Cider Festival
Depot, Dumballs Rd, Cardiff
Thu 22 to Sat 24 Sep, 1 1 00-2300
Offering over 1 40 beers and 60 ciders &
perries
Visit www.gwbcf.info for advance tickets and
further information or see article in this
magazine and advert on back page

CAMRA Carmarthen Beer Festival

St Peters Civic Hall, Nott Square, Carmarthen
Thu 6 Oct, 1 700-2300; Fri & Sat 7 & 8 Oct,
1 200-2300
Offering around 40 real ales. country wines,
ciders & perries
Visit www.carmarthencamra.co.uk for further
information

Mid Wales Beer Festval (organised by the

pubs of Llanwrtyd Wells)
Fri 1 8 to Sun 27 Nov
Visit www.neuaddarmshotel.co.uk/events for
furtherinformation

Visit WHATPUB and
help choose pubs
for CAMRA's Good
Beer Guide
WhatPub is CAMRA’s on-line pub guide,
listing almost 36,000 real ale pubs nationwide.
Its search engine allows you to find individual
pubs or alternatively list pubs in and around a
specified location. For example, enter “Cardiff”
and get a list of all 1 83 real ale pubs within 1 0
kilometres of the city centre. You can list these
in various ways.
Other options allow you to list all pubs, clubs,
restaurants and off-licences on the CAMRA
database, including those that are closed and
those that do not serve real ale. Click on a
pub’s name and you get full details of the pub,
its location marked on a map and links to other
nearby pubs.
If a CAMRA member you can do even more,
and use WhatPub to help decide what pubs will
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be listed in future editions of the Good Beer
Guide. Download a pub entry and, on the right
of the page see Submit Beer Scores then follow
instructions. This allows you to score the quality
of real ales you drink in that pub and will be
taken into account by CAMRA when selecting
pubs to go in the Guide.
Generally, any scores submitted by the end of
November 201 6 will be used for selections for
the 201 8 Guide. Also, if you feel a WhatPub
entry is not fully correct, you can provide
feedback. This would be very much appreciated
as CAMRA surveyors cannot visit the pubs as
often as we would like.
So, if you have not yet visited WhatPub, give it
a visit and see what you have been missing.

Beer Necessities

Letters to
Beer
Necessities
We would love to publish your views on the
beer and pub scene in South East Wales,
about CAMRA or about any other related
subject. Please email your letters to
editor@beernecessities.org.uk or post them
to Beer Necessities, 9 Blake Court,
Schooner Way, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff, CF1 0
4DW. Deadline for receipt of letters for the
next issue is 4 November.

Saving Pubs
It's all very well CAMRA campaigning for Real
Ale but what is it doing about the places that I
want to visit in order to drink it. In Cardiff we
have lost a number of pubs but it's much worse
in the valley areas and in rural Gwent. I see that
some CAMRA groups in England have
managed to save their pubs so why can't you
guys do the same here in South East Wales?
Brian Francis, Cardiff

Reply
I agree CAMRA should be doing more about
this. However, being a voluntary organisation
we are dependent upon people volunteering
their services. CAMRA head office is planning
a campaigning workshop on saving pubs, later
this year, in Cardiff. Any reader who would like
to attend this, or to campaign to save pubs
generally, should contact their local CAMRA
branch (see Page 8).
Ed.
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War hero liner finally sunk?

were both furnished in the 1 960s with paneling
from the luxury liner the Empress of France,
which was broken up by Cashmores' of
Newport in 1 960.
The ship, in the Canadian Pacific fleet, started
life in 1 928 and went on to take an active part in
the Second World War as a troop carrier. She
helped in the evacuation of Singapore, sank a
U-boat in the North Atlantic and later was
involved in landings in North Afica and Sicily.
Following the War, she was refitted and
renamed "Empress of France" and continued in
service until 1 960.
The recycling of the Empress's wooden
panelling gave the pubs a particular character.
Let's hope the pubs have not closed
permanently and that their unusual maritime
character will be preserved to be enjoyed in the
future.

Pub closures are always regrettable but two
recent closures are particularly so. These
involve the New Inn at Pwllmeyric near
Chepstow and the White Hart at Machen near
Caerphilly.
What these pubs have in common is that they

Part of the Captain's cabin of the Empress of
France photographed at the White Hart in 2001
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A tale of two (or more) cities

Our little group of social drinkers are a mixed
bunch – with ages between our forties and our
eighties, from different working backgrounds,
born in different parts of Britain but all now
living within 1 5 miles of Cardiff. A typical small
group meeting now and then in a pub or club
that offered a little more choice than normal, we
chatted about this and that. Someone would
reminisce about early beer festivals and
someone would mention a pub serving different
real ales in the Valleys, Newport or the Vale, or
even a new brewery. Occasionally a couple of
us would go on a little trip and sample the beers
and the pubs concerned.
Then someone mentioned there was another
city – Bath – just over an hour away by train,
where there were several pubs there that sold
many different real ales. This was more than
we could find locally, so our trips to Bath
increased. After a couple more years someone
mentioned a city even closer, with more pubs
still and with a wider range of beers – Bristol.
So we started going to Bristol more often and
occasionally Bath, with a consequent reduction
in our visits locally in Wales.
Unbelievably, someone mentioned that there
was another City, Norwich, 250 miles away,
which had a large number of pubs some selling
a huge range of real ales. We knew that the
area was once known as a “beer desert” so we
resolved to find out what had happened. By
chance, Norwich was holding a “City of Ale”
festival the following May, so it was time to
have a holiday and check it out.
Norwich turned out even better than expected
and is now a regular trip. The City of Ale
comprises a launch festival and several mini
festivals in some of the 40-plus participating
pubs. These highlight beers from Norfolk and
Suffolk as well as giving a choice from other
areas. Locals and beer tourists like ourselves
go on pub trails and gain lapel pins for each trail
completed. The hardier ones get T-shirts as a
reward for getting “passport” stamps from all
the pubs and trails.
Clearly the local Council, CAMRA, pubs and
brewers all contribute to make Norwich a great
“beer tourist” destination. Our visits to Norwich
at other times of year show that these pubs are

usually reasonably busy, providing a good
range of beers, often with high quality catering.
In South East Wales things have now
improved. Cardiff has seen a steady rise in
pubs providing an increased range of real ales
and neighbouring Newport has become another
place to visit, with an evolving range of real ale
pubs. Many new breweries have been started.
Our small group enjoys meeting up and
having a chat and we like to travel and enjoy
beers from around the country. We also enjoy
our “rail ale” and “tram ale” trips, visits to
historic and foreign cities and to beer festivals,
some with 1 ,000 or more ales to chose from.
Although Norwich is smaller than Cardiff, with
a much smaller local urban population around
the city, it has a greater choice of beers.
We know we can’t have everything here in
South East Wales but we want more than is on
offer now. That can only happen if our local
councils, CAMRA, pubs and brewers work
together.
We made our hopes known to Cardiff CAMRA
and now we are looking into holding a future
city-wide festival. People are keen on the idea
in principle and CAMRA is in discussions with
Cardiff Council, local pubs and breweries. The
overall aim is to organise trails covering pubs in
the suburbs as well as the city centre, perhaps
even incorporating existing festivals and street
fairs. Feedback from our recent trip suggests
we will need to adapt our festival to ensure that
all parties can gain.
Let us know your thoughts N..

Grant Russell
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Protect your
rights

Award for Hallets
Cider

As a consumer organisation, CAMRA
believes consumers should have to right to
complain if things go wrong. In pubs, this
could include things such as failing clearly to
display a price list or serving short measures.
Initially, you should always try to sort out
problems with the pub itself and this almost
invariably works. But where should you go if
this doesn't work?
Local authorities are responsible for trading
standards issues in their areas but in South
East Wales most have contracted this
responsibility to the Citizens Advice Service.
Therefore, depending upon where the pub is
you should contact:
Merthyr Tydfil - Tel. 01 685 725000 or visit
Council website
Caerphilly - Tel. 01 495 235291 or visit Council
website
Other areas - Tel. 03454 04 05 06 or visit
relevant Council website

Local company, Hallets Real Cider of
Blaengawney Farm near Crumlin was a winner
in the BBC Radio 4 Food and Farming Awards
this year.
Hallets, well known for brands such as
National Treasure, Blindfold and Heartbreaker,
was the overall winner in the Best Drinks
Producer category. In the finals, Hallets was
up against the Magic Rock Brewing Company
of Huddersfield and Cairn O-Mohr Winery in
Perthshire.
In announcing the award, the BBC stated
"Hallets Real Cider is a traditional cider
carefully crafted by an independent Welsh cider
maker Andy Hallet in South Wales. The unique
blend, texture and flavour of Hallets Real Cider
is the result of great care, skill, time and an
immeasurable passion for cider and cidermaking".
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Great Welsh Beer And Cider
Festival comes round again

justify the numbers attending so a search
started again for a new venue. In 201 4, the
Welsh Rugby Union was planning a festival at
the Millennium (Principality) Stadium and invited
CAMRA’s participation. Consequently, in June
that year, with the pitch removed, GWBCF took
place in the middle of the stadium.
While a success in some ways, the festival
lost money for CAMRA and not everyone liked
certain aspects of the festival’s organisation,
aspects that were outside of CAMRA’s control.
So a search started again for a new venue and
201 5’s GWBCF was held at the Depot.
This allowed GWBCF to diversify into street
food, which was well received. In fact, the
festival was very well received by the vast
majority of customers, the only complaints being
about relatively minor details.
Now the festival is returning to The Depot for
a second year. CAMRA has leant lessons from
last year, and is addressing a problem at times
with air quality, and is looking forward to
another successful festival.
GWBCF is run entirely by volunteers and
extra helpers are always welcome. This not
only applies to times when the festival is open
but also to the set-up, which starts on the
previous Monday, and the take-down on the
following Sunday. If you would like to help out
this
year,
please
go
online
at
www.gwbcf,info/volunteering and complete the
staffing form.

The Great Welsh Beer and Cider Festival
takes place at The Depot in Dunballs Road,
Cardiff between 22 and 24 September, the
latest in a long line of festivals in the Cardiff
area.
CAMRA’s second ever beer festival was held
locally, in May 1 974 at the Windsor Hotel,
Barry. Festivals were held regularly over the
next few years culminating in two of the longest
beer festivals ever held. These were two-week
affairs held in conjunction with Welsh Jazz
Festivals at Chapter Arts Centre.
Nine years passed before the next one, at the
Star Leisure Centre in Splott in October 1 989.
Festivals have been held every year since.
The last festival at the Star took place in 2000
and the next year Cardiff City Hall became the
venue. The City Hall festivals quickly became
highly successful with long queues outside and
people having to be turned away because the
hall was full. Given the prestigious venue the
festival’s name was changed from Cardiff Beer
and Cider Festival to the Great Welsh Beer and
Cider Festival.
By 2007 it was clear that a larger venue was
needed. Also, City Hall presented difficulties
moving in and out, with narrow doorways and
different levels. As a result, the decision was
made in 2008 to move to the Cardiff
International Arena, now the Motorpoint Arena,
a purpose-built exhibition hall.
The CIA was really too big and could not
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Membership Benefits
For just £24* a year, that's
less than a pint a month, you
can join CAMRA and enjoy
the following benefits ▪ A quarterly copy of our magazine BEER which is
packed with features on pubs, beers and breweries.
▪ Our monthly newspaper, “What’s Brewing”, giving
beer and pub news and listing events and beer
festivals around the country.
▪ Reduced entry to over 1 60 national, regional and
local beer festivals.
▪ Socials and brewery trips with national, regional
and local groups.
▪ The opportunity to campaign to save pubs and
breweries under threat of closure.
▪ Discount on all CAMRA books including the “Good
Beer Guide”.

Plus these amazing discounts -

1 0% of all orders with BEER HAWK.
20% off red letter brewery and beer tasting
tours.
1 0% discount on booking with cottages4you.
1 0% discount on booking with Hoseasons.
Up to 52% off with attractions for the family too
numerous to name.
Various discounts at many local pubs.
CAMRA reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time without warning and members should
check the CAMRA website for updated details of current offers.

£20 worth of J D Westherspoon real ale
vouchers (joint members receive one set of
vouchers to share).
1 5% discount with Weird fish in store and
online.
1 0% discount on toprooms.com.
1 0% savings at Cotswold Outdoor.

* This price is based upon the Direct Debit discount.
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